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Learning Objectives
▪ To learn and understand the sources of history from the Modern Age.

Important Terms
▪ Source – The origin or from where it comes.
▪ Material Source – The physical source available and existed from past.
▪ Written Source – Content that is already written in past.
▪ Oral Source – Content or fact that is passed down from generations orally.
▪ Museum – A place where all the ancient moveable elements or the belonging
to the near history are preserved and conserved.
▪ Photographs – They are a visual copy of the moments captured in the camera.
▪ Camera – It is a device through which the photographs are captured.
▪ Films – A series of photographs when moved in a sequence creates a sense of
motion, which is called ﬁlms.
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1.1

Introduction

All the historical facts which has a direct bearing or can be any assistance in
constructing the history of a particular period is called as Sources of History.
Sources of History is the study of the past, of what had really happened and
who were involved and how events occurred.
To study history itself, it is essential that the source from which the information
were taken is factual as well as reliable.
Today we get all the material or historical facts available on internet. But the
material was discovered by someone someday and a detailed study was done
based on the evidences found. The common sources were Cave paintings, old
structures etc.

1.2

Material Source

Material source are Physical Sources through which we can trace history. In
Material Sources of the Modern Age, Buildings and Palaces ad Statues and
Memorials are considered as important source. They are easily seen and
accessible and they don't need any excavation.

1.2.1 Material Source
Mani Bhaavan is
Mahatma Gandhi's
Mumbai residence for
17 years from 1917 to
1934 which was owned
by Mahatma Gandhi's
friend and host in India.

Buildings and Palaces are great sources of information. They reﬂect the living
of a historically important people. Also it throws light upon the social,
economic and political conditions of that time. Places like government
oﬃces, residences of leaders, forts and palaces are preserved.

For example, Mani Bhavan - the Mumbai residence of Mahatma Gandhi which is
converted to a museum and it has covered nearly all stages of Mahatma Gandhi's
life be it leaving to Africa for education or his childhood, even letter to Hitler and
other interactions are preserved. Buildings built in the Modern era are still
standing ﬁrm. Palaces are grand homes of royal family. Some are converted to
museums while some are converted to hotels. For examples, Taj Lake Palace
which is now a hotel but earlier it was a palace built under the direction of
Maharana Jagat Singh II. Some royal families stay in the palaces which are
converted to hotels which increases the heritage value.

Taj Lake Palace, built
on an island in Lake
Pichola,Udaipur in
Rajasthan.

1.2.2 Statues and Memorials
A statue is a free standing sculpture with realistic, full-length ﬁgures of
persons or animals or non-representational forms that are carved in a durable
material like wood, metal, or stone. Statues are made in a memory of a
famous person. A statue (Statue of Unity Shown below) can symbolize a
quality, religion or historical event.

Statue of Sadar Vallabh
Bhai Patel is the tallest
statue in the world,
built in India.
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The free - air statue became popular in the 18th and the 19th the century where
the statues of leaders, politicians, Monarches, writers and artists were
commemorated. Statues were made commemorating famous personalities while
World War I witnessed war memorial of common soldiers which respected the
soldiers. Memorials are an object or statues which serves as a focus for the
memory of something, usually a deceased person or an event. Popular forms of
memorials include landmark objects or art objects such as sculptures, statues or
fountains and parks. For example, Taj Mahal, Gateway of India, India Gate. Taj
Mahal made in the memory of Shahjahan's wife Mumtaz which symbolizes love
while Gateway of India made in the memory when King George V who visited
India and landed in Mumbai and India Gate is built in memory of soldiers who
died in the World War I.

DID YOU KNOW?
The structure of India
Gate was designed by
Edwin Lutyens.

1.3

Written Source

Written sources are source through which we can trace historical events which
are already written.
In the Modern Age the written matters are the newspapers and the periodicals.
Also the maps and drawings are important source of Modern Age history.
The Correspondences, Foreign Accounts, newspapers, Biographies,
Autobiographies, Periodicals, Factory Readings and Books are some more
sources of Modern Age history.
Biographies are books written on life of someone by somebody, while
Autobiographies are books where the author and the subject are the same. In
simple words, they write the a book on their life. For example, My Experiments
with Truth is a biography based on the life of Mahatma Gandhi while Wings of
Fire is an Autobiography based on the life of A.P.J Abdul Kalam.

1.3.1 Periodicals and Newspapers
Periodicals is a category that publishes content at a speciﬁc interval of time.
The periodicals can be published at intervals of weekly, monthly or quarterly
and sometimes annually. The periodicals are oriented to a given subject like
economics, history, etc..
The most common examples for periodicals are Journals and Magazines.
Periodicals are published in various languages like English, Marathi, Gujrati,
etc.. Shatapatre written by Gopal Hari Deshmukh in a weekly Prabhakar
comments on various social and cultural issues while Gopal Ganesh Agarkar
being the ﬁrst editor and founder of a weekly Sudharak founded in 1888.
Dnanodaya was a Marathi periodical published by the American Marathi Mission
which was ﬁrst published in 1842 from the headquarters in Ahmadnagar.
Nibandhmala, a monthly was started by Vishnushastri Chiplunkar in 1874.
Deenbandhu was a weekly Marathi language newspaper found in January 1877
by Jyotirao Phule and K R. Darpan the ﬁrst Marathi newspaper was published in
1832, by Balashastri J. Ambhekar, also known as 'Father of Marathi
Journalism'. Amrit Bazar Patrika, was founded by Sisir Kumar Ghosh in 1868 in
Kolkata and published in Bengali language initially, later it was published in
English language format. Newspapers is a periodicals publication of
contemporary events that is published on daily basis. They cover a wide variation
of subjects like Politics, business, sports, crimes etc.. During the British rule,
many newspapers were published in order to know about the British policies and
their implementations. They acted as important source for awakening the people.

1.3.2 Maps and Drawings
Maps are considered as an important source of history which tells us about
the changing nature of the city or a particular place. The Survey of India an
independent department, established in 1767, by the British during their rule.
Historians had created maps of India and its various provinces and cities of India
by using the Survey Method.
The architecture is equally important as the maps. The architecture around
conveys the culture of the location. It also points out the religious importance.
The famous architecture of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus is inspired by
the Victorian Gothic style of architecture. The original plan of Bombay Port
Information about the development of Bombay city and can be understood
through the plans drafted by the architects and the engineers.

Kesari which was
founded in 1881 by
LokmanyaTilak in
Pune and published
in Marathi and
English languages.
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1.4

Oral History

We learn about the histories of our families through conversation with those
who remember them and about what various cultures value by observing their
celebrations and listening to their music, among other things. So if you want
to learn about another culture, country, era, etc..

Why not use a version of this strategy and talk to people who are or were part of it
about their experiences and memories?
Oral history involves interviewing a person or group to get an inside perspective
into what it was like to live in a particular time or is like to live as the member of
a particular group within a society.
Inspirational Songs, Films, Recordings, Photography are the sources of history for
the Modern Age.

1.4.1 Inspirational Songs
During the British rule, there were various inspirational songs being written
for the awakening among the people and ﬁght for the freedom of India.
Some songs were published while many weren't. Through these songs we
get information about the Socio–Economic as well as political situation.
They created a source of energy among the people and motivated them to ﬁght
for their rights. For instance, 'Ekala Cholo re' written by Rabindranath Tagore.
The inspirational poems composed on the life of freedom ﬁghters like 'Khub ladi
mardani thi vo Jahnsi wali rani thi' based on the life of Rani Laxmi Bai or Queen
of Jhansi written by Subhadra Kumari Chauhan which was later converted to
song.

1.4.2 Powada’s
The Powada’s emerged during the 17th century.
The Powada’s are a kind of songs written in an exciting style and narrate
historical events in an inspiring way. The composer-cum-singers of the
Powada’s are known as Shahirs. During the Peshwa rule, several Shahirs,
which include Ram Joshi, Anant Phandi, Honaji Bala and Prabhakar
composed a number of Powada’s.

The Powada’s emerged during the 17th century.
The Powada’sare a kind of songs written in an exciting style and narrate
historical events in an inspiring way. The composer-cum-singers of the Powada’s
are known as Shahirs. During the Peshwa rule, several Shahirs, which include
Ram Joshi, Anant Phandi, Honaji Bala and Prabhakar composed a number of
Powada’s. They were great source of motivation during the freedom struggle.
They were composed on the work on Satyashodhak Samaj for awakening among
the oppressed classes and other movements. Samyukta Maharashtra Movement a
movement which demanded Maharashtra to be a separate state which started in
1956 and formed on 1st May, 1960.

The Powada’s
emerged during the
17th century.
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Audio and the Audio – Visual
1.4.3 Video,
Source

Did you know?
In the history of
Germany, during the
regime of Adolf Hitler,
the audio – visual
medium was used a
propaganda for
expansion of the
popularity of his ideas
and the documentary is
called as 'TRIUMPH
OF THE WILL'.

In the modern era, there was more development in technology. This increased
the number of sources of history. There was overall development in audio
visual mediums. This gave us an experience or idea like how was the situation
then.
After independence, the speech given by Jawaharlal Nehru 'Trust with Destiny'
was recorded in audio – visual medium. These sources, not only reveal the
historical facts but also point out the culture and Socio–economic conditions of
that time. The overall bar of art in visual and audio and their combination was
raised during this period.
Any video or visual motion documentary ﬁlm or event would not catch attention
as it catches when the audio is attached to the video, it gives more feel to video
and attracts the viewers.

1.4.4 Photography
Did you know?
The ﬁrst camera was
designed in 1685 by
Johann Zahn.

In the Medieval Age there were paintings while in the modern age there are
photographs. Photographs are more reliable than painting or portrays. They
exactly depict the style of a person while a painting might have some changes
than the original.

Photographs clicks as the lens see with nothing added or nothing subtracted while
painting are man-made which might have some changes or liberties being taken
by the painter. Photographs convey visual message and appear more realistic than
paintings. Photographs help in capturing moments from an event or from
someone's life. Did you know?
The ﬁrst camera was designed in 1685 by Johann Zahn. Photographs are captured
in a device called camera. It has a photo sensor when the information falls on the
sensor it locks it without any manipulation and thus a photograph is clicked.

OH SNAP!
FIRST SNAP!
The ﬁrst photograph
was taken by Joseph
Niepce, in 1814.

1.4.5 Recordings
Recordings refer to sound recording. Recordings can have speech, song,
instrumentals, message etc. It is a form of audio source of history which is
discovered in the Modern era and is considered as one of the important
discoveries of the modern era.
Many speeches of important personalities were recorded in the history be it
Rabindranath Tagore singing the national anthem or be it speeches of Adolf
Hitler. The recordings were saved in cassettes as photographs were captured in
camera.

1.4.6 Films
‘Film’ is a series of still images that, when shown on a screen, create the
illusion of moving images, this illusion causes the viewer to view it as a
motion picture. Films were developed in the 19th century. The foundation
of a ﬁlms is photography.
In the initial stages of development, the
ﬁlms were source of visual medium only, it
eventually became a combination of audio
and video and making it an audio – video
medium which is commonly perceived
today. Initially the ﬁlms were made on
celluloid until the digital age. Now the ﬁlms
are made digitally.
The visuals of ﬁlms have also seen a drastic
change from the 'Black and White Era' to
'Colour Era'.
Dada Saheb Phalke laid the foundation of
ﬁlms in India, in 1913. He is also known as
the 'Father of Indian Cinema.' His ﬁrst ﬁlm
was Raja Harishchandra which was a fulllength feature ﬁlm. It is the ﬁrst short
documentary ﬁlm in black and white and
silent. The ﬁlm was projected at Grand
Café, Paris, in March 1895.

Did you know?
World's ﬁrst ﬁlm
'Exiting the factory'
was made French
brothers Auguste
Lumiere and Louis
Lumiere, in 1895.

The Last Words
▪ In

the Modern Source of History we see a development in the Technology

which upgraded the sources of History like Chronicles transformed to
Newspapers.
▪ Due

to development in the technology some miracle inventions like Camera

changed the conventions and gave a visual vision which later converted to
Audio – Visual format.
▪ In

the material source, the buildings and palaces were preserved which

belonged to the princes and the revolutionary people while the Statues and
Memorials served the purpose of remembering some famous personalities.
▪ In

written sources, Maps and Drawings were created by the Survey of India,

under the British rule while the Newspapers and Periodicals were meant for
the awakening of the people during the struggle of Independence.
▪ In

the Oral Sources, Photographs are considered as the base for ﬁlms while

the recordings are an additions which ad eﬀects to the video and give the
desired feel and eﬀect.

